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    And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. Joshua 24:15

	NIGERIA’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE
	
	HAITI’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE

	 
	Average Low
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High
	2010 Total
Rainfall
	2011Total
  Rainfall
	
	 
	Average Low
	Average
High
	2010 Total
Rainfall
	2011Total
  Rainfall

	  July
	75.02
	78.98
	26.5”
	26.0”
	
	  July
	77
	92
	N/A”
	N/A”

	August
	74.23
	78.33
	35.4”
	N/A”
	
	August
	77
	92
	N/A”
	N/A”

	September
	76
	80
	38.6”
	
	
	September
	75
	91
	N/A”
	7”




Life is full of choices!!!  It would be interesting to see a study of just how many choices we make in a day.  From the clothes we wear to the food we eat, the first thing that takes place is a choice.  Many choices are made and one doesn’t even recognize that it was a decision??  Well, we have had some tough choices this past month.  Some are comical; others are unique to the calling we have chosen…there’s that word choice again!!  We hope you will make the choice to see what we are talking about. 

	Our New Home


       	                                  
We do thank you so much (mesi ampil) for all your prayers!  The time of transition and adjustment has gone very well.  We have deeply missed our children and the special times that we had doing ministry together, working together, praying together, playing together, and relaxing together.  This comes every time we eat, burn trash, cook, have devotions, and other times as well.  Yet we, Les and Catherine, are also enjoying our own time together.  One of our favorite things to do is to sit on our roof top in the evenings after supper just before dark, and if it isn’t raining and the mosquitoes aren’t biting, to just talk about the day’s events.  We are truly grateful for how the Lord has moved in the lives of our children, and even with the irregular times of communication we have had thus far, we have great appreciation to the Lord and peace of mind for what He is doing.  We cannot begin to express how much this frees us up to do the ministry that the Lord has lead us to do in Haiti. 
	 
	We asked for your continued prayers for the following: 
…learning a new language (It is coming ever so slowly, but with Creole’s phonetic nature it seems to be easier and hopefully grasped more quickly with these        aging minds of ours.)
…acquiring a translator (We do have a couple of people in mind, but it must work into their schedules.)
…finding dependable transportation (We have looked at a 2008 Japanese Ford Ranger which seems to be in good condition.  The seller really likes it but needs the money for a project he is working on and plans on getting another one like it when he can.  Andy our new neighbor used to work for Ford and has confirmed it to be a good durable vehicle and the price is fair.)
…locating the nearest local market (It looks like Les Cayes is the place to go, which is about a 15 minute drive from our house.  Imagine, to Catherine’s surprise, finding apples and red grapes and even soy milk in an American like store.  She purchased a Red Delicious apple from Chili and said it was also the best tasting apple she has had in a long time…better than what she was able to get at our local super market.  There are several American like stores in Les Cayes with no need for bartering, which Catherine likes, but so far, we still need to go to the local Creole market to get many other grocery items.)
…and finding someone to help with shopping (Eddy, the Consolation Center’s (CC) director, or Yvald, the CC’s manager, have graciously helped us with shopping during this transition time.  This will still remain a prayer item.)   
…and finding/training some part-time kitchen help (One of the older girls at the CC is coming to help Catherine once a week to do some laundry, sweeping, and mopping the floors and cleaning the bathroom.  She has also helped Catherine in the kitchen a couple of times.)  

	Haiti Happenings!



Sunny Days/Cloudy Days
	Friday the 2nd of September was an exciting day!  We arrived at our Haiti home at 10:30 in the morning and got busy setting up house.  In the midst of unpacking, Les went up to look at the solar panels all to find that two panels had walked off sometime during the last week while the house was left empty.  Missing these two panels was a disappointment, but thankfully, this has not prevented our solar power from functioning.  Through trial and error, Les learned that three of the eight batteries that are used for electrical storage were bad.  These batteries had been graciously loaned to us by the CC while we wait for a shipping container to get here that has batteries for our use.  For about two weeks we were functioning with electricity during the day, but very little during the night due to low storage capacity.  This led to some interesting choices, like do we have cold water or fans in the night for cooler sleeping.  We are in the warmest months of Haiti’s climate, and the highs are well into the 90’s.  Most days the thermometer inside the house is around 90 degrees.  Just having the blessing of a working refrigerator is huge to us.  When we first arrived, it was apparent that something had crawled up into the back of the fridge and terminated right there.  We had to make a choice once again, do we drink warm water, or do we drink cold water and deal with the smell of something dead that hits your nose when you open the door to the fridge?  The cold water won!!  Upon getting four new batteries that were purchased by IHAF and again loaned to us for temporary use, we are now able to have fans on, refrigerator on, and a limited supply of electricity during the night.  We have doubled our storage capacity and now realize that 12 batteries total should allow for all the electrical needs we have for both night and day.  Naturally, we do need to be a little careful with our electrical usage on those cloudy days and are learning what appliances pull more watts than others. 
There are a few things that just draw too much wattage to run with solar power like Catherine’s VitaMix and our surface pump that pumps water from our well into a 300 gallon holding tank on the roof.  Fortunately, we have access to a 6250 watt generator that came with the house, and this gives us the necessary energy source to get the job done.  
	We consider ourselves to be blessed so much and give the Lord all the praise.  

Exciting New Friendships 
	Saturday the 3rd, we heard a knock on our door.  There before our eyes was a retired American couple from Louisville, Kentucky that came by to welcome us to the neighborhood, who themselves had just moved here on the Sunday before, and were walking their young, beautiful German Shepherd dog named Judah.  Andy and Debbie Roemer introduced themselves and shared that they lived just across the road from us about a two city block walk away.  They shared that they have permanently moved here and were building their home at the end of the long driveway that passes orphan housing, which at present houses 13 boys and girls combined with a capacity to house 35.  Their vision has incredible and wonderful similarities to LWC.  They desire to facilitate community development projects by teaching skills that encourage Haitians to work to better themselves.  Their strong faith in Christ is another unifying dimension to our growing relationship.  We look forward to networking with them and watching God do amazing things for the people of Haiti in the future.  You can go to www.hopesourceinc.org to read more about their ministry or visit Andy’s Facebook, Andy Roemer (Louisville, KY).

First Visitors 	
At 10 a.m. Monday morning, we received a phone call that our visitors had arrived at the Les Cayes airport.  Ken DeYoung, Andy Topp, and John Howe had just landed and were waiting.  Les and Catherine, along with our Haitian friends, welcomed them to Les Cayes.  It was a blessing to have them visit and stay with us while they quickly set out to accomplish a couple of important objectives during their stay in Haiti.  
One goal was to secure land for Village of Hope for Global Compassion Network (GCN), but not without some kinks.  There were problems in securing the original land so time was spent to find another piece of land.  The newly acquired land is nicely located along the main road and has wonderful potential for offering suitable housing to those who are displaced or homeless.  The first 14 units are ordered and scheduled for production with Sukup Manufacturing in the next month.  If you would like to be involved in sponsoring or helping to sponsor a Safe T Home, please contact Ken DeYoung at deyoung53@gmail.com.
The other important goal was to help facilitate a way for medical assistance for Jasmine, Eddy’s pastor’s wife, who had just given birth to her first child.  Upon delivery, her womb stayed the same size.  After further tests, it was determined the cause was a large tumorous mass that developed the same time the baby was developing.  The intended week-long visit of the guys from the US ended short on Thursday morning when they flew from Les Cayes to Port-a-Prince to pick up her medical emergency Visa traveling papers and then on to the States.  Jasmine’s husband, Wadsen, also traveled to the states to be with his wife.  Please pray for Jasmine and Wadsen while they stay in New Jersey and start the process of longer-term treatment and care.

	Seeds of Faith and Faith Agriculture News


  	

 (
The girls are wearing pillow case dress
es that were made and donated by
 the Sheldon
 United
 Methodist Church in Iowa.
)	On Thursday, the morning of the 15th of September, we had what was the beginning of the rainy season, which will last for about 3 months (although today the 23rd it is hot, 90 degrees and dry??).  Eddy, the Consolation Center’s director, met with Les on his desire to begin growing some of the seeds we had brought.  He shared his willingness to allow us to use some rented land near the Center to serve as a demonstration farm.  This will help so that when we begin our FAAGRIC program there would be something for the participants to look at.  On the 17th, Eddy showed Les the area he would like to have the demonstration farm.  On September 20, we gave several different varieties of seed to the Consolation Center’s (CC) gardener.  Some of these seeds consisted of tomatoes, different varieties of squash, green beans, turnips, radishes, lettuce, cabbage, varieties of dry beans, varieties of Kale and this list goes on.  It is exciting to see things start to take shape.  Les has also been busy visiting chicken and rabbit raising facilities to get ideas for similar projects in the near future at the Center.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Another exciting aspect of what God seems to be doing is the “coming along-side” of Andy and Debbie Roemer (our neighbors that just moved to Haiti that we mentioned earlier).  It is amazing to see the similarity in vision and ministry objective between us. We have purposely conversed with them upon their expressed desire to be involved with us at the CC with the emphasis on community development in agriculture [image: C:\Users\DEROOS\Desktop\Haiti Sept 2011 083.jpg]and nutrition.  We gave them a quick tour of the CC and shared some of the future goals as well.  We do continue to be in prayer for timing and strategy.  We are entering the second or third (??) farming season of the year.  We see land being plowed by oxen pulling a one-bottom plow, and nurseries of small plants, mostly tomatoes, being grown on raised beds of soil protected by coconut fronds or branches.
	Our next goals are to find an interpreter, find a place to help facilitate classes, and a way to convert the FAAGRIC manual to Creole.  There are a couple of options for a classroom, but the language barrier is one area that needs major attention.  We know the good Lord has just the right person for the job, and we trust Him to help us.  We would appreciate your prayers specifically for these needs. Thank you!
	As all this planning and evaluating goes on, we have had some wonderful times with the girls.  The girls have had a lot of fun with Catherine learning and singing Christian English children’s songs, especially those with actions.  
They are growing!!  They are also learning English.  It is fun to converse with them, and they are very diligent in trying to teach us Creole.  Just in case you are wondering…they are learning English much quicker than we are learning Creole.   
During their summer school break, they worked on dancing and musical arts, particularly drum rhythms.  They were excited to wear their new pillow case dresses for a special program that initiated this coming school year.  Each one came out one at a time and modeled her dress. 

	Weather in Haiti 


        	
	We wanted to make a correction with regard to the top of the email.  In our attempts to give you a glimpse of Haiti’s weather, we have incorrectly stated a few rainfall totals.  This month’s glimpse should reflect a little more accurate data.  We are finding that for such a small island, there are vast differences in climate and rainfall throughout the country.  Our totals in the future will reflect what we are measuring and recording for daily temps and monthly rainfall totals.      

	This Month’s Special Something (Where do I Stand?)


 
 One of the other unique choices that we have had to make is related to this month’s special something.  Communication, especially telephone communication, is something that is very important.  As a matter of fact, one of the fastest growing industries in the world is the cell phone.  We have witnessed this both in Nigeria and Haiti. The first time we were in Nigeria, there were just two or three “phone businesses” where a person could make a phone call using the business’s phone in the village.  That was in 2004.  Now just seven years later, most likely 80% of the population over 18 years of age has a cell phone…maybe higher!  
We have run into a weird situation regarding our phone in Haiti, and it does create a need to make the right choice.  Our cement home does not allow very good service.  Actually, the phone is basically worthless in the middle of our dining room.  It serves as a clock or a calculator, but certainly not a phone.  We either have to be standing by the front room window or go up on the roof.  We really have to be careful where we stand.  Les has made the mistake of making a call on the roof and getting involved in the conversation and then start walking down the steps into our house.  All of a sudden there is silence as the service has been disconnected.  This has created some unique challenges.  We have to coordinate our phone contact with time synchronization.  We tell the boys to call at such and such time and day, and there we are sitting or standing on the roof.  It reminds us of a show on Green Acres which showed that climbing a telephone pole was the only way to make a call.  We are grateful we don’t have to climb a pole to make a phone call!!   We never gave a thought to when or where we would need to be with regard to our phone.  That is actually the blessing of a cell phone…one can be just about anywhere and still get in touch with someone.  Our appreciation for cell phones and communication has now taken on a new light.  We praise God for the ability to stay in touch and for the reminder to be careful where we stand!!  
 
	Prayer Requests & Praise Reports


 
	
	.

	•
	Praise the Lord for our time of adjustment and the conveniences we have in our Haitian home.

	•
	Pray for wisdom as we move forward with the FAAGRIC program and find Haitians that can help in key areas.

	•
	Pray for our transportation needs and wisdom and God’s provision as we try to buy a vehicle.

	•
	Praise the Lord for Andy and Debbie Roemer and their friendship as we all adjust to a new lifestyle and evaluate future ministry partnership.






	
	
	


	•	Pray for Jasmine and for the healing hand of the Lord to be upon her. 	

[image: ]
In His Love & Service, 
Les & Catherine

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
	Ministry (U.S.)
Laborers With Christ
P. O. Box 74
Alta, IA 51002
Phone:  (712) 200-2616
E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com
Web Page:  www.laborerswithchrist.org 
	Haitian Address
  Les and/or Catherine DeRoos
  c/o Agape Flights CAY 26466
  100 Airport Avenue
  Venice, FL 34285
  Phone: 011 509-3857-8345
  E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com 


 
	Are There Any Changes on Your Information Highway?


 
1.     Has your address or e-mail address changed?
       Click REPLY and type ADDRESS CHANGE in the subject box.
       Leave a message stating your new address.
 
2.     Would you like to be removed from the DeRoos Drumbeat?
Click REPLY and type REMOVE in the Subject box. 
 
Thank you for helping us out!
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