[image: C:\Users\DeRoos\Pictures\FA Logo's\DeRoos Drumbeat Title.jpg]
▪••  •  • ••  • •  • •  •••        October, 2011      ▪••  • ••  • •▪  ▪▪  ▪•••  •  •▪ ▪

  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work:  2 Corinthians 9:8

	NIGERIA’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE
	
	HAITI’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE

	 
	Average Low
	Average
High
	2010 Total
Rainfall
	2011 Total
  Rainfall
	
	 
	Average Low
	Average
High
	2011 Total
  Rainfall

	August
	74.23
	78.33
	35.4”
	25.6”
	
	August
	77
	92
	N/A”

	September
	76
	80
	38.6”
	*55.1”
	
	September
	77
	91
	7”

	October
	76.6
	82.5
	34.8”
	24.9”
	
	October
	75
	90
	*27.68”





[bookmark: _GoBack]	Rain… rain… go away come again another day.  It is the first time in our lives we have experienced such rainy weather.  It is true, gloomy days can make for gloomy attitudes.  What a blessing to see and feel the sun after a long stretch of rainy weather.  We praise God for His protection and willingness to “turn off the spigot”.  The rain isn’t the only thing that has been unique to our time in Haiti.  	 
	
	Our New Home


       	                                  
Here is a somewhat humorous or sad picture of the things or inconveniences we deal with on a regular basis. We are realizing the importance and balance of sharing the uniqueness and interesting aspects of our lifestyle, especially for prayer support, yet at the same time, we don’t want to “scare” potential visitors away.  We have seen God’s hand so evident in His protection and care for us.  The scripture that comes to mind is the scripture that is listed above.  It is so true that in the Lord we can do amazing things to His glory and that He is s-o-o-o good to his children.  So here is a list of 12 experiential items that we encounter that is either not necessary or possible in our Iowa home:
1. Unplug the refrigerator before we go to bed.  
2. Rinse off the granola bar wrappers before we throw them in the trash. 
3. Double check that the mosquito net is tucked in all the way around the bed.
4. Shake out our shoes before we put them on in the morning.
5. Stand on the roof or lay in bed in order to get or make phone calls.
6. Pick avocadoes from a tree and eat them fresh.
7. Travel 20 minutes in order to get internet service.
8. Interact with our neighbors with virtually no way to understand each other.
9. Find out that something as simple as a bicycle inner tube keeps someone from going to school. 
10. Remembering to use bottled water when brushing our teeth.
11. Learning good housekeeping skills by the ants.  If you miss just one little spot in cleanup they will let you know by showing up.
12. Becoming a cloud watcher to monitor your energy usage.    

	Haiti Happenings!



 (
Back yard from roof top
) (
Front road and right side of house from roof top
)Weather
	As you can see from the weather stats for the month of October, we received an incredible amount of rainfall.  A little over 2 feet was accumulated after rain fell for a steady four days, which meant that our solar activity was very low  The confusion comes, in part, from the fact that these totals are mind boggling, especially, if your area gets 30” annual rainfall in a typical year.  
The street in front of the house was like a river.  In the back of the house it looked like we had lake side property.  At times we could actually see the water rise within a short period of time.  The days following the whole of Les Cayes had laundry day.  Clothes were hanging or had been laid out to dry everywhere the eye could see.  Even the days following, it would downpour 2-3 times a day with short time periods of sunshine.  For Catherine there was no telling if there would be enough sun for drying clothes.  At times she would bring clothes in even when it was slightly damp and hung it over furniture.  
Shortly before this rainfall experience, our land lord had set us up for government power (EDH).  We have realized that after the rain we had been receiving, we either needed more batteries or needed EDH in case our solar power failed us.  We made arrangements to put in a switch that we could pull down or push up to take advantage of either government power or solar power.  Our solar batteries, as wonderful as they are, have had quite a challenge to satisfy our needs especially on those cloudy days, and we did have quite a few of those cloudy days this month.  Here are a couple of pictures from the roof of our home that show the type of rain fall, and the result we had after four days.  
There has been a little confusion on just what those charts are indicating at the beginning of the email.  Each line is indicating average low and high temperatures and accumulated rainfall for the given month.  *So in Nigeria, in September, there was a total rainfall of 55.1”, which is an above average rainfall for that time of year for Nigeria.  In Haiti, for the month of October, there was a total rainfall of 27.68”, which is also an above average rainfall for Haiti for the time of year.
  
Transportation
	Finding transportation has been a challenge, but we already knew it may become one.  There are just certain things that normally come up that slows down everything…communication barriers, knowing the right people that do know the hoops needing to be jumped through, and requirements by law that are not known by the average citizen and/or also who many times skirt around the law for one reason or another.  It is not uncommon to see police stopping motor operators and asking for some sort of ID and proper paper work.  We are happy to report that we have found a 2003 Toyota pickup that we believe will serve our purposes, but have run into needing a Haitian ID number sort of like America’s social security card.  
One of the laws we have been working on fulfilling is having what is called a “Permis de séjour”.  Haitian law requires that visitors who wish to stay longer than three months and have a vehicle must apply for a “Permis de séjour” or a Haitian green card.  We hear that it takes a long time to get all this processed; but through a friend (zomi), who has a friend that works in the office that processes the “Permis de séjour”, we hear that we may be able to get the job done in Les Cayes.  Otherwise, we will have to go to Port-A-Prince to apply for it.  We hope to avoid a trip to Port-A-Prince.  We have been having a difficult time connecting with this zomi.  If we can do it in Les Cayes, then we won’t need to worry about someone watching our house while we are gone for a day or two.  Our time is running out and if we don’t have this “Permis de séjour”, we will have to leave the country on the 1st of December and turn right around and come back in again.  You may think, oh, no problem, you have an entire month.  Well, you would think that is adequate time, but we have already been working on this for about a month already.  The run around will have to come around shortly or we will be hopping around to the main land and back.  

 (
Inside the fortress:
Gray walk in door to left of wall
White checkered front gate to the right
) (
Outside the front gate.
)

Homeland Security
We are also determining what we need to become more secure, especially when we know we will need to leave at some point for short trips home or to visit the work in Nigeria some time next spring.  We have hired someone to repair the front iron gate and reinstall a walk in door that had fallen off on the side entrance to provide more of our own “homeland security”.  The only way we feel good about leaving the house is to make everything as secure as possible.  Some families here don’t even leave their homes unless someone “house sits” for them.  This will certainly be a consideration down-the-road.  Please pray for God to place the right people in our lives that will allow us the freedom and peace to go as we choose.





	This Month’s Special Something (neighborhd watch)


 
	Do you remember the days when you would go somewhere and not worry about locking up, whether it would be your home, car, or whatever else held some value to you?  In America we are losing some of that hometown security depending on where you live.  Homeland Security is a big deal in Haiti.  From the stories we hear, it is amazing what things develop legs and walk away and seemingly with no one noticing.  We have had some first-hand experience with this as we have lost both a 75 gallon water tank and two solar panels off the top of our roof.  Both of them “walked” away due to someone not physically residing in the home.  We appreciate our neighborhd watch friends across the way.  One night we left our gate open because it had just been painted and still wet to the touch.  We also knew we would not be out very long.  Shortly after we left, we received a call from our friendly neighbors, Andy and Debbie Roemer, just calling to let us know that the front gate had been left open, and wanted to know if everything was okay with us.    

	Prayer Requests & Praise Reports


 
	Jasmine is back home in Haiti with her baby now.  What could have turned into six months of chemo treatments, turned into only a one month stay recovering from the removal of the large benign tumor in her uterus and a surgical infection!  The doctor also gave Jasmine an encouraging word that she should be able to have more children.  She is a walking miracle as so many thought she had a long road with a not so bright future.  All praise goes to the Lord who touched her in a way that only He could do.  We will visit them and their church this Sunday.  We also wanted to thank you for your prayers.  Thank you, Lord!! 

	
	Praise the Lord for our time of adjustment and the conveniences we have in our Haitian home.

	•
	Pray for wisdom as we move forward with the FAAGRIC program and find Haitians that can help in key areas.

	
	Praise the Lord for providing for our transportation needs.

	•
	Pray for the right connections to fulfilling our obligations in getting our “Permis de séjour”.

	
	Praise the Lord for Jasmine’s recovery and for the doctor who was willing to perform the surgery at no cost.
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In His Love & Service, 
Les & Catherine

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
	Ministry (U.S.)
Laborers With Christ
P. O. Box 74
Alta, IA 51002
Phone:  (712) 200-2616
E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com
Web Page:  www.laborerswithchrist.org 
	Haitian Address
  Les and/or Catherine DeRoos
  c/o Agape Flights CAY 26466
  100 Airport Avenue
  Venice, FL 34285
  Phone: 011 509-3857-8345
  E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com 


 
	Are There Any Changes on Your Information Highway?


 
1.     Has your address or e-mail address changed?
       Click REPLY and type ADDRESS CHANGE in the subject box.
       Leave a message stating your new address.
 
2.     Would you like to be removed from the DeRoos Drumbeat?
Click REPLY and type REMOVE in the Subject box. 
 
Thank you for helping us out!
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