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  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields;
 for they are white already to harvest. John 4:35  

	NIGERIA’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE
	
	HAITI’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE

	 
	Average Low
	Average
High
	2010 Total
Rainfall
	2011 Total
  Rainfall
	
	 
	Average Low
	Average
High
	2011 Total
  Rainfall

	September
	76
	80
	38.6”
	55.1”
	
	September
	77
	91
	7”

	October
	76.6
	82.5
	34.8”
	24.9”
	
	October
	75
	90
	27.68”

	November
	77.18
	83.84
	20.6”
	N/A”
	
	November
	73
	89
	1.78”





[bookmark: _GoBack]	There is an old proverb in Haiti, “Chin gin kat pye, min li ka mache nan you sèl chemin.” (The dog has four paws, but he can only run on one road.) We are learning this as we come to Haiti with certain goals and objectives and realizing it is just going to take time to implement them.  While we would like to “run on four paws”; doing it right the first time with patience and long suffering will bear much more fruit in the end.  Life in Haiti can be brutal to a person that has a western-minded go-get-em mentality.  Oh how we could share some stories that would have you rolling with laughter…perhaps another time	 
	

	Our New Life



[image: ]Thanksgiving Celebration
With no mail system in Haiti, the Lord has blessed us through Agape Flights (An aviation ministry that serves missionaries in the Caribbean).  Friends of Agape Flights offered to provide a Thanksgiving meal to any missionary that is a member of their ministry.  Catherine was able to order a couple of special items for her enjoyment as well.  We gathered in the newly built Haitian home of our Louisville, Kentucky neighbors, Andy and Debbie Roemer, with a Haitian family who spent some time in the states and is also accustomed to celebrating Thanksgiving, and a young lady here from America who is working for a few months with a different nearby orphanage.   We had an enjoyable day fellowshipping with each other, and giving thanks for our Lord’s love and great blessings towards us.  We could not have imagined having access to turkey and all the trimmings.  The Lord was very gracious to us to provide not only the food, but good fellowship with friends that helped ease the separation from family during what typically is for us a very family oriented holiday.  While we are on the theme of Thanksgiving and recognizing those things that we are thankful for, we do want to let you know how grateful we are for your prayers and support.  We praise God and thank Him regularly for the blessing of being able to serve Him on the mission field.  We never lose sight of the fact that if not for friends, family, and churches; we would not be able to do what we do. Through you God has truly blessed us, and for that we are very thankful!

Language Learning
A-e-i-o-u, and sometimes y and w.  We can remember sharing this familiar phrase with our children as they were first learning the consonants and vowels.  Well guess what…we are in the process of learning all over again as we take Haitian Creole lessons.  Once a week we have a teacher come to our home and basically humble us as we try to learn a new language.  Another proverb about a dog comes to mind that we use in America, “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.”  We are hoping to discredit the accuracy of that proverb, but there are days we sure wished we had younger minds.  It is enjoyable to see the faces of Haitians as we try to communicate in their language.  It is also enjoyable to have the light go on once in a while when we hear people talking in a casual conversation, or even about us, and we are starting to understand the gist of the conversation.  Our best teachers continue to be the girls at the Consolation [image: ]Center.  Faithfully every time we see them they greet us in Creole and critique our response.  Usually the critique is just in the form of laughter which really tells us how much work we need to do.  We continue to have this item high on the prayer list.

Transportation
	It has been a wonderful thing to be able to provide some needed transportation for the CC’s projects and doctors’ visits for the girls and the staff.  The transportation they were using had been incapacitated and was just recently repaired.  We were able to help out in a small way with our 2002 Toyota 4-door pickup.  Almost immediately we put the truck to the test as we hauled 34 passengers to a nearby church one Sunday.  It only took one trip, but we did have a packed truck with most of them being small passengers.  The girls love to go anywhere.  When Les took a number of girls to the doctor for some scalp and skin fungus issues, there was a handful left behind crying just because they wanted to ride in the truck.  Can you remember the last time one of your kids cried because they didn’t get to go to the doctor! 
The pickup has really been a blessing!  We are freer to go to the internet café and go shopping in the market.  We have teamed up with our Louisville, Kentucky neighbors, which makes the shopping more enjoyable.  We have even found a couple restaurants that we visit on occasion, and one of them serves ice cream and pizza…who would have guessed?

“Permis de séjour”
We have received some leads in how to obtain our permits in Haiti, and we are thankful.  We have found out that there is no need in making a long trip to Port-au-Prince which we were really trying to avoid.  We have found out that we can go through the process here in Les Cayes, but recently we have learned one of the papers necessary in obtaining the permit was not adequate.  This was a brief statement of our medical condition from our doctors. Basically, it said we had no communicable disease.  When we showed the information, the officer said this is not enough information, but they did not give us an indication of what all they were looking for either.  We are hoping to receive shortly our latest physical information to make the page look a little more detailed.  We hope to get this all turned in and then wait to see just what the next obstacle will be.  Please keep this in your prayers…these immigration issues can be serious, as well as, challenging.  
  
	     Haiti Happenings! (Consolation Center)



The Consolation Center
We felt it is important to clearly explain our role at the Consolation Center for the sake of transparency.  The Consolation Center (CC) is not a work of Laborers With Christ (LWC), but rather we as LWC are working with the CC.  There are a number of other ministries involved at the CC, and most likely that number will continue to grow.  As we share pictures of the projects or the girls themselves, we would never want you to think that these are “our” girls or this is LWC’s work.  We are simply servants who are partnering together with other servants to do what is in our skill set to improve the lives both physically and spiritually of the girls at the CC.  We hear stories of one organization taking claim for the work of another organization and then posting misleading pictures on Facebook or a website. We would never want it to even be suggested that we would do something like that.  We are just grateful to the Lord for the privilege and honor to serve Him and, by His grace, make an eternal impact on those around us. 

This has also been a month of observation and seeing what areas of need are the greatest and begin addressing them.  As can be expected, any continuous time spent with the girls can produce an attachment.  We had an abrupt awakening in the last few weeks.  For a variety of reasons we saw some girls leave the CC.  Some of the girls here are not truly orphans and on occasion they can be placed back into a family environment, or as the girls get a little older they may decide they want to leave.  We really had never been around the CC long enough to witness this turnover aspect, but it was very hard for us as we establish a relationship over time and then one day, in the snap of your fingers, they are gone.  We share these stories so that you can pray more effectively for each one of the girls, and the staff.  The staff works hard day in and day out.  Please pray for strength for them and for their attitudes as they deal with so many girls each coming with their own set of the  (
Rabbit Shelter
)issues and circumstances.  The girls that come to live at the CC have truly been blessed to be in a protective environment that provides for their needs, and we pray for their contentment and their young hearts to be turned to the Lord.  It is because of this last month’s turnover that we have a huge burden to do whatever we can to bring the light of Christ to them while they are here.  We never know how long that window of opportunity will be.  It is our prayer that we are a shining light to everyone at the CC, whether it is a staff member, the girls, or a visitor. The bright side to all this is that the vacated spots will soon be filled with new girls that so desperately need a place to live.

FAAGRIC’s 1st Self-Sustainable Project
	There is never a dull moment at the CC.  There always seems to be a project being worked on.  For the month of November we have begun building a shelter to house rabbits, which is being funded by a foundation with its roots in Iowa. This foundation has three areas that they desired to see their funds used in: 1) nutrition, 2) agriculture, and 3) young girls in an orphanage setting.  We can’t imagine a better fit than what we are doing at the Center.  We are so blessed to partner with this foundation and add self-sustainable projects that will help the girls at the Center.  These Rabbits will provide a future potential meat source for the girl’s diet (not sure how that will go with pet rabbits), a responsibility for the girls as they learn how to care for them, a great manure source for the research farm and the trees and plants already established, and a source of income as the rabbits are sold to other potential buyers.
 
Mrs. DeRoos
          Catherine has accepted a new role as teacher.  On Friday mornings she teaches English at the Consolation Center School.  This includes most of the girls in the orphanage, as well as, boys and girls from the nearby community that attend school at the Center’s school.  She is teaching approximately 60 children that range from 1st through 4th grade.  After class on the first Friday that she taught, one of the girls came up to Les and said, “Good morning, Mr. DeRoos”. 

	Village of Hope


 
	Global Compassion Network (GCN) is another foundation that has its roots in Iowa and is in the process of starting a new project in Haiti.  LWC has been working with them primarily as a set of hands and feet in the country of Haiti.  The vision of GCN is to start a new village constructed out of housing units that are manufactured by Sukup Manufacturing.  It is an exciting concept and it is really getting a lot of attention.  GCN has a fund raiser coming up in the middle of December located at the Iowa state capital and it will even be attended by the Governor of Iowa.  The land that has been purchased for the future site of the Village of Hope is approximately a distance of 4-5 miles from our home.  We have had some of you ask about the relationship between GCN and LWC.  This is another one of those situations where we are excited to help and serve in any way as this project gets under way.  The first shipping container of housing units is expected in the month of December. We have witnessed first-hand the trauma of displaced families and families not being able to afford a place to live.  In the future there is discussion of a clinic and church being located on this same property.  May the Lord use this project to bring glory to His name and add to His kingdom!!    

	This Month’s Special Something (movie night)


 
	America has many venues in almost every city to watch hundreds of movies for every age group.  Theatres cater to the public with treats, comfy seats, fancy air conditioned rooms, and ways to relax, sit back, and enjoy being entertained.  Video’s and then DVD’s came out so that you could enjoy them right in the comfort of your own home.  And, if you are the average American, you even have a collection of your favorites.  Our family is no different.  As a family, we would watch a movie most every Friday night.  Over the years, we became very particular of the movies we watched, and it became very clear that not too many movies available were character building ones.  Hollywood, with all of its glamour and high quality films has created an appetite for its fabulous graphics, but does not necessarily look out for your best interest spiritually.  Each film does have an agenda and a world view fed to you in an entertaining, enticing way.  
	This last month we began watching The Ten Commandments with the girls on a Friday evening in a French audio and English subtitle setting.  Because of its length, we split it up between three Fridays.  We desire to be very purposeful in sharing Bible Films and family friendly films, not just any film, but films that will promote Christian values and promote a godly character building quality in them.  We brought with us a few Bible movies and have had fun hearing the squeals and responses of the girls.  If you would be willing to help us by purchasing new movies or donating some favorites of your own family, we would greatly appreciate it.  We are requesting DVD’s that are G rated and share a strong moral and family oriented message.  These films should have the capability to set up the language in French.  We do plan on building up a library of such movies as:  Willy Wanka & the Chocolate Factory, Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang, and The Sound of Music in addition to more Bible movies. If you have any questions or comments, feel free to email us.  Thanks for your help!!  

	Thank you for your feedback


 
	It was brought to our attention that some of you were having problems reading our emails. It seemed that your email was stretched out very long and was causing quite a bit of inconvenience to read.  We are grateful for those who contacted us and shared what you were seeing.  We are also so blessed to know that in spite of the inconvenience you were willing to stay informed and cared enough to give us feedback. Thank you for your emails!!  Many may not have had the problem as it most likely boiled down to the version of Microsoft Word you use.  Due to this, we could never see the problem even when we sent the email to ourselves.  We think we have it fixed now, but please let us know.  
Along that same line, we would like to hear from you!  Do you have any questions about us, our family, or the ministry God has entrusted to us in Haiti or Nigeria?  Every month we try to keep you informed with interesting ministry newsletters, but we are sure that you may have thoughts or questions that we may have simply overlooked.  Drop us a line and we will share these questions and answers in later emails.  Oh, one thing, please be patient with us as our emailing capability is very limited, and thanks in advance for your participation to make the DeRoos Drumbeat more informative!    

	•
	Pray for our language lessons, and the Lord’s help with wisdom and retention.

	•
	Pray for wisdom and patience as we try to walk just one path.

	•
	Pray for Global Compassion Network and the shipping container and its timely delivery

	•
	Pray for the right connections to fulfilling our obligations in getting our “Permis de séjour”.

	
	Praise the Lord for His graciousness to us and our Thanksgiving celebration, and giving us so much to be thankful for.
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In His Love & Service, 
Les & Catherine

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
	Ministry (U.S.)
Laborers With Christ
P. O. Box 74
Alta, IA 51002
Phone:  (712) 200-2616
E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com
Web Page:  www.laborerswithchrist.org 
	Haitian Address
  Les and/or Catherine DeRoos
  c/o Agape Flights CAY 26466
  100 Airport Avenue
  Venice, FL 34285
  Phone: 011 509-3857-8345
  E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com 


 
	Are There Any Changes on Your Information Highway?


 
1.     Has your address or e-mail address changed?
       Click REPLY and type ADDRESS CHANGE in the subject box.
       Leave a message stating your new address.
 
2.     Would you like to be removed from the DeRoos Drumbeat?
Click REPLY and type REMOVE in the Subject box. 
 
Thank you for helping us out!
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