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  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6    

	NIGERIA’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE
	
	HAITI’S CLIMATE AT A GLANCE

	 
	Average Low
	Average
High
	2010 Total
Rainfall
	2011 Total
  Rainfall
	
	 
	Average Low
	Average
High
	2011 Total
  Rainfall

	October
	76.6
	82.5
	34.8”
	24.9”
	
	October
	75
	90
	27.68”

	November
	77.18
	83.84
	20.6”
	N/A”
	
	November
	73
	89
	1.78”

	December
	79.3
	89.1
	0”
	0”
	
	December
	71
	87
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	Merry Christmas! Such a special time of year as we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world, and it comes with mixed feelings for us.  We know our loved ones are together back in the US, yet we will spend our Christmas in Haiti…with some new friends, and Jesus.  Our prayer for you as you have this special time together during the holiday season is that Jesus would also be very close to you in all you do!  We have been listening to a song by Downhere, on their How Many Kings, Songs for Christmas, CD that shares some very powerful lyrics.  We thought you might appreciate them as we celebrate this special time of year.  They say, “How many Kings step down from their thrones, how many Lords have abandoned their homes, how many Greats have become the least for me? How many Gods have poured out their hearts to romance a world that is torn all apart, how many Fathers gave up their sons for me? Only One did that for me…all for you and me.”    
	
	A White Christmas in Haiti?



[image: C:\Users\DEROOS\Pictures\TGDay Haiti 2011\P1010335.JPG]On Christmas day we were invited to a get-together for the girl’s at the Consolation Center (CC).  It was a special day of celebrating Christmas and having a time of food, fun, and fellowship. The Christmas tradition is very different in Haiti.  For the most part, Christmas seemed to come and go like any other day.  As a matter of fact, it was hard for us to realize that Christmas was coming.  We tried to usher in a holiday mood at our home by playing the traditional Christmas songs over the last couple of weeks, but the 85º weather just took its toll on us, as we are cold-minded Christmas lovers.  Our idea of a winter wonderland does not include palm trees and [image: C:\Users\DEROOS\Pictures\TGDay Haiti 2011\P1010343.JPG]heat! (An apology to our friends in the southern US) However, we made the best of what we had and celebrated with beautiful white teeth as we watched the smiles of the girls during the events of Christmas day. The day’s events unfolded like this. First there was a program at the school for all the students.  This included over 60 students from the local community who now regularly attend the CC school.  There was candy, popcorn, crackers, and an assortment of bottled beverages passed around to all.  Then some singing and special performances, and finally gifts were given to all the village children in attendance.  Once this was completed another program was hosted at the CC for the staff, teachers, and girls.  A meal was served to all and then special recognition and a gift were given to each teacher and staff member.  Then one by one each girl was called up and given their gift as well. The picture shows the excitement of the girls and the “white” Christmas we were able to enjoy.  The dresses and gifts were given to the CC from friends and churches in Iowa.   

	Our New Life



	Les was asked to be involved in a week-long church program from Christmas Day to the New Year’s Day.  We have visited the church a couple of times and Les was able to preach the Sunday message the last time we visited.  We are always looking for opportunities to be involved in the local community as it opens doors and helps us to break down foreign visitor barriers.  This recent opportunity presented a couple of comical situations that we thought you might find amusing.  Les was approached over a two week period as the program was being organized.  The first time four young men came to our house (the obvious spokesman was the only one that spoke English) and asked if Les would be willing to share.  The theme verse is Joshua 24:15,   And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. Les agreed to be involved and said he would like to share during a weekday night after Christmas Day. The next question was asked, “Can you bring your generator?” Technically we do not own a generator as the one at the house we live in is not ours, but rather the owner of the home.  We certainly did not have the freedom to offer them the use of the generator.  We shared that we did not own the generator, therefore, we did not have one for them to use.  We received perplexed looks, but they went on their way.  On Thursday the 22nd we were visited again and informed that Les would share on Tuesday evening.  Les wanted to also communicate to them that we would visit them Sunday morning.  By telling them a little ahead of time, the church will often line up a translator so we can hear the message in English. It was at that time that the young man asked, “Will you provide a translator for Tuesday night?”  This time Les had the perplexed look. Les said, “You don’t have a translator?”  The answer was, “No.”  We do now have a translator and Les will be sharing Tuesday night. May the Lord use that time to glorify Himself and draw people closer to Him.

	We have filed for our Permis de séjours.  Now all we can do is pray and wait…we are told it could take up to a month before we hear from the Haitian Immigration Service.  These permits do give us certain privileges as registered “occupants” of Haiti.  Most business oriented procedures require a Haitian ID number, and this number is assigned through the Permis de séjour process.  The other aspect of the Permis de séjour is that we really legally shouldn’t be in the country more than three months at a time without it.  If we want to live long-term without regularly coming and going, then the Haitian Government wants to keep track of us and evaluate what we are doing.  We are just thankful the actual application process is finished, and we can concentrate on other necessary tasks.     

	Happenings at the Consolation Center


 
	Time does seem to fly by as we serve the Lord in a variety of ways in Haiti.  The FAAGRIC aspect of our work has started to take off a little more this past month.  With the help of an Iowa based foundation called the Bella Vitae Foundation, we have started to really launch the agricultural aspect of the work.  We now have two full time “gardeners” that are working every day to care for new crops and trees, as well as, new plantings.  Over 125 plantain trees were transplanted on to some newly rented land to increase plantain production.  We have also planted more moringa and neem trees which will border the farm property and offer nutritional and medicinal benefit in the future.  One of the setbacks this year has been the lack of rainfall.  Aside from our 24.5” deluge in a four day period back in October, we have had a total of approximately 5” in the last three months.  Haitians are telling us that they cannot remember when it has stayed so dry for so long.  As a matter of fact, we delayed some things waiting for the rain that never came.  Now with the additional help, we can water stuff regularly.  In spite of very dry weather conditions we are now planting all kinds of garden vegetable varieties to see how they do knowing we have the ability to keep things watered.  We are also considering drilling a second well to be more of an irrigation source.  The original well is located more towards the front of the property and is used for all the water needs of the CC. This second well would be located on the back of the property much closer to most of the farmland.  The water table in our area stays at a relatively high level.  We can drill 10 to 15 feet deep and have access to water.  By drilling 50 to 60 feet, we can pump water at a good rate and never run the well dry.  This would be a huge benefit as we try to take advantage of the climate and keep a good source of produce available.   

	The rabbit project is getting very close to being a reality.  We know where we can get rabbits for breeding stock, the cages are completed with the exception of hanging them under the rabbit shelter, but we want to make sure we have an adequate feed source.  One of the local plants that are used to feed rabbits is sweet potato leaves.  A portion of land has been prepared for sweet potatoes and the plants are now growing for future use.  As you can imagine, all this takes time.  Some of these things could have really been done long before now so the project could begin without any glitches, but due to Les’ lack of understanding of what is available in Haiti, and the CC gardener’s propensity to being spontaneous (a major part of Haitian culture), we find ourselves doing some hindsight evaluation. The lack of rainfall has also had its imprint upon the rabbit project, as the last thing you want to do is start a rabbit project and then struggle to keep them alive, no rabbits are better than dead rabbits!            	
	      

	Nigeria News


 
	We are in prayer about a trip to Nigeria.  All news coming from the staff in Nigeria is that FAAGRIC continues to grow and is making a tremendous impact on the physical and spiritual lives of those involved.  It is our desire, the Lord willing, to make a trip in early June and see the how things are doing and help organize and be involved in an awards ceremony for the FAAGRIC members who qualify for an award.  This trip to Nigeria requires us to make two trips to the US.  One is required for us to apply for our Nigerian Visa, since there is not a Nigeria Consulate in Haiti.  At this point, we are thinking of a mid-February time frame.  The second time will be necessary to allow us time to pack and leave from the US and travel to Nigeria.  It will have been almost two years since our last visit, and we are very excited to see how the Lord has used the nationals to touch the lives of their own people.  June is a wonderful time as the agriculture is in full-swing, and we can get a good look at the farm and see how the local markets have been impacted by FAAGRIC.  The display of a variety of crops is also an eye opening part of the awards ceremony.  We are a little concerned about leaving Haiti, but we have time to train and equip workers to carry on in our absence.  We also will figure how to have someone watch our home and things while we are gone.  Most likely there may be work teams coming and going with Global Compassion Network or for the CC, and our home will continue to be available to help host those teams.   Please keep this trip in your prayers, praying that God makes it clear.       
    

	•
	Pray for our language lessons, and the Lord’s help with wisdom and retention.

	•
	Pray for wisdom as we evaluate a trip to Nigeria

	
	Praise the Lord for a wonderful “white” Christmas

	•
	Pray for the weather; praying especially for some needed rainfall

	
	Praise the Lord for His provision and blessings to us in 2011






	
	
	


		

Wishing you a wonderful end to 2011, and the Lord’s 
protection, provision, and presence, in a special way for 2012!!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
[image: C:\Users\DEROOS\Pictures\TGDay Haiti 2011\P1010320 - Copy.JPG]
In His Love & Service, 
Les & Catherine

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
	Ministry (U.S.)
Laborers With Christ
P. O. Box 74
Alta, IA 51002
Phone:  (712) 200-2616
E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com
Web Page:  www.laborerswithchrist.org 
	Haitian Address
  Les and/or Catherine DeRoos
  c/o Agape Flights CAY 26466
  100 Airport Avenue
  Venice, FL 34285
  Phone: 011 509-3857-8345
  E-mail:  faagric@yahoo.com 


 
	Are There Any Changes on Your Information Highway?


 
1.     Has your address or e-mail address changed?
       Click REPLY and type ADDRESS CHANGE in the subject box.
       Leave a message stating your new address.
 
2.     Would you like to be removed from the DeRoos Drumbeat?
Click REPLY and type REMOVE in the Subject box. 
 
Thank you for helping us out!
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